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IF¥ the Senate will act as prompily as the

House has done, the legisiative, jndicial and

e

executive bill—under which the dlerieal foree

in the Pension Barean is to he inereased —the

measure will ave be ative before

0me oWy

.

the next issue of Tireg NATIONAL TRIRUN]

- -

Ix Ti#E apportionment
dred additional clerk
and kindred

lative, Executive and Judicial appropriation

of the twelve hun-

sin the Pens<ion Dorean

for which the Legis-

Oilices

bill makes provision, it is to be hoped that

the general law requiring preference to be

faith-

given to ex-scldicrs and sailors will be

fully adhered to. The law has been shame-

fully ignored in the Departments, but cer-

enc

tainly in the Pension Oflice we may expect

to gee it duly observed.

lets are greatly agitated

Tir West Point cas
over the report that ancther enlored lad is
\‘\'q'

We

about {o bo admitied to the Academy.

trust the report is not tru because

» Nt
ne, not

think our embry to be

0 lieutenants ought

spared the awful humiliation of sitting in
the same class-room and drilline in the san

Ili.l ]I.' Ca e

1€

rank with a person of color, i

would really be a pity to subject the Iatter
to the insults and indignities which are sure

to e heaped upon him by his fellow-cadets,

Ad ol
€111 O ours

and which it seems this Governp

is not strong enough either to preveat or

redress. And, hesides how would it he pos-
gible for any well-bred colored v

if

aih o o

credit to his race exposed daily to the

corrupting influence of those who think

honorable to persecute a leas fortanate com

'_“\.nl;

ll:.l]jéfl“. Yest Point is no }uf e for n

colored lad who respects himself and desive

i
to avoid bad comipany.
-

THE value to the Grand Army of a news-

paper like THE NaT1oN AL Trigusg, w)
circulates in every State and Territo

the Union and hag correspondents in ever
Departmment, reguires no explanalion at out
hands. The paper speaks for itself, and we
are olad to know that v worth is heartily

tatad }

:.I :-!i“-',,_, : ‘-_\' OUT COIra i\“ .al. ever ClLlon
¢! the country. Amoeng the mem il the
Grand Army, however, thiere are stiil many
who are unaciouainted with 1ts meri e
we appes! to oul iheeribers to make o
\:u'f il AN [ i i ! 1 1 i
i J!' 1 ¢ O 0 ) nify
and strenethen the L ts of 1 Cre
aud recruit membership I todo thi
il 15 necessary that we should bhave th

and

acuve suppori co-operation of every
comrade. With a cirenlation of one hun-
dred thousand copies Tog ATION AT
TripvxE will wield an irresistible influen

and be able t
the

opposition.

y enforee the .'r,'l.'-...\' and protect
intereste of our ex-soldiers awainst all

Tire Senate should loge no time in takine

up the bill increpsing the pension to §40 a
month for men who lost a limb in the ser-

vice, Don't delay the measure,

Yictory in Sight.

Thursdayv, June =th, wae a red-letter day

CUn that day

= A
x-soldiers and =ailors.

for our «
the Hotse of Representatives took up and
ssed without the formality of a roll eall,
I i1 to increase the It nsion of those who
ogt an arm, band, leg. or feotl, or sustained
n equivialent disability in the service, from
twenty-four to forty dollars per month, and
e ¢ sitting the House Legan the |
1 of the Legislative, Executive,
1.Judicial anpronriation bill, in which, as
we have heretofore stated, provision has been
T L ne-desired increase in the
e of the Pension DBurenu and
Lindred otiices. Plsewhere in our calumns
fonnud presentation of the figr-
md facts ppon which this ineregse is
wed, and we advise our readers to study
1) wtively In opening the discus-
1, Mr. Cannon made a very frank and
i hiforward explanation of the necessity
he anereas { mended by the Com-
on Apnr i 101 j“'l‘l ]|-" viement
) matter 1 es 1 or 1iothi L3 for us
)
] ) 1 ated for the purpoese
r the Will L% ), and it distributed
15 follows: for =17 additional employees in
ﬁ | n i e .01 {1 for 166 a«
ditional emplorees in the Surgeon-Ge neral’s
0 ' for 167 additional employ-
i 1 the Adiutant-General's Office, 3200666
he balanee beinge divided among 1hie Second
d Third Auditor’s, Second Comptroller’s,
I Secretary of War's ( Ttees 11 the propor-
m el saitated by ”‘ . =’i':.‘-\(‘.;‘:: 9 H
named off It is expected that
with this enlargement of ifs resources the
Pension Buoreau will be able to adjust all
{lie pending claims—which numbered on the
Ist of April 26R554—as well as all new

may bhe filed from day to day,

vithin ree years from the 1st of July.
Some of onr 1¢ rs may be disposed, per-
haps, to ask why the committee, while the
matter was under consideration, could not

st as well have made provision for the set-

lement of all ¢laims within one year asin

three. The reason is that they found that
to be a physical impossibility. It is unfor-
tanately the case that there is but one hos-

nital record in the Surccon-General’s Oflice—

a0 abetical order at

ud not arranged in alph
that—and it is in such a bad state of preser-
vation that even with the aid of I-h:dﬂ-lit]h

ography it is impossible to make additional

copies of it. Consequently only a limited

number of clerks ean be employed in search-

ine it at one time, and it has been ascertained

that with the maximum foree at work on it,

it will reqnire fully three years to complete

the examination. We do not know whether

or not the committee considered the practi-
cability ef employing a night force in addi-

tion to a day force: that would double the

working power of the oflice, and, if pu.“ﬂihlt',

should be adopted.

Of conrse the expediting of the bnsiness

of the Pension Durean will render it neces-

ary to make much larger annual appropria-

tions on account of pensions for the next

four years, but the ultimate cost to the

Government wiil not be increased therehy.

Arcording to Commissioner Dudley’s esti-

mate the followinge appropriations will De
11

neceseary to meet the payienis on aceount
of pensions for the next four fiscal years:

June 30,1253 . » . . + « . 2100.000.060)

IS . v e e e . o« 1DDUGOM)

v 1~=5 e e . . 1000000000

“oARSH e e e e . To UM

Total . . . . . =« 120,000,000

\fter the Iast-named year it is thought

the apnnal pension charge will be about
45,000,000, graduoally diminishing as death
and other causes abridge the roll of pen-

sioners. These figures at first sight miay ap-

pear very large, hot it muost be remembered

tha

LE T

t 2305,000,000 will be in part for arrears

of pensions and in part for 235,000 new pen-

sioners, and the $15000,000 annual pay-
ments after 1836 will be on gecount of
1,000 pensioners, which will then he the

]!ft'- e

already pointed ont, however, the only gues-

total npmber on the rolls, As we

tion really involved is the policy of paying
25000000 durine the next four vears or

extending the payments over a onger period.

| will be a filting

alize money to meet

ht

vince aay reasonable per:

These reasons ong

of adjustine the outstending pension claims

loss of time, and we
r thinkinge that the

the

without unuecessary

pave abundant cause i

veneral sentiment of county has long

favored that poliey.
In taking leave of this subject for the
rresent, we cannoet refrain from remarkinge

that to the members of the Pension Com-

mittee of the Grand Army belongs much of

the erad for curing C "‘.’il’"""““”l action.

fal

By the elearness and force with which

they presented the wishes of the soldiers
themseives, they thoronghly dispelled any
impression that mirhf have existed that the
pendinge  ms 1 W the invention of a
lohhy We wonld Hiin believe also, that
he constant and carnest advoeary ?'_-.\' Tne
NATIONAL Trinrxe of an inerease in the
clarie force of the Pension Office has not
heen without its influence, and the hope

insnires us with iination not to

weary in

ntil every just de-

rell-doine i
mand of the onal aid

it CONETeS:
has been fully comiplied w THE NA-
FIONAL TrRinvyE led the firht asainst Com-
missioner Bentley, which resulted so
happily for the wellirs of our pensioners,
and headed off' the attempt in Congress to

repeal the arrenrs bill, and it now has the
satisfnetion of knowin r that 1‘:1. crael delay

tlement of penzion clanms, against

in the zet

which it has protested with all the elo-
quenee at it8 command. is ahout to come to
an end forever, It hos heen a elovions cam-
paign and we congraiulate our readers on
the result.
e =
Let the Gramd Army Speak!

I'n-

he Grand ‘1r=1'a' will be inan-

the Nafional

On

campment of {

Vednesday next

ernrated at Baltimere with what hids fair fo
be the most imposing street parade that has

accuried since the war. In addition to the

uniformed iMosts, several veteran military

and anamber

organizations of both armiies,

of ¢rack militia regimentis will be in line,

ud

a the* demonstration will partake of a

truly cosmopolitan character. The march-

inge will doubtless Le

line, the music ill.ﬁgiil'l
ing and the spectacle altogether superb, It
introductien to the festivi-

ties of the oceasion and we have not a donl

will be attended with a great display of

popular enthusiasm. Ouar Daliimore friends

have engaged 1o give the Grand Army such
a welcome as it has never before received in

the course of its existence, and they are

abundantly able fo make good their prom-

‘alrll_‘ are

ecase. It is a pleasant

1Ses. glad fo know that such is the
thing to see a whole
community opening its arms to the old sol-

dier and empioying all the resources at its

command to do him honor. It warms
the blood iust as did twenty years ago

the enthusiasm with which
responded to the call for volunteers, and it
strengthens one's confidence in the patriotie
impulses of the public. The cordiality with
which all classes of ¢itizens have united in
his tribute to our veterans 18 an assurance
ithat the peace which has come to the coun-
try is founded on something more substantial
th

Houth in the results

an mere acquiescence on the part of the

of the war,
But the parade, the excursion, the bhan-

quet, the fireworks—all the entertainments

he snfficient to con- |

<o of the wisdom |

! after their infliction.

the old soldier '

with which the visitors are to be feted are |

in reality bnt incidents of the occasion and

of less consequence than the deliberations of

the Encampment itself. Indeed there is no

military order in the conntry which sets less

store upon public display than the Grand
Army, or that performs its mission with less
of’ ostentation, and those who imagine that
merrymaking is the end and object of its
labors must be sadly ignorant of its true

character. We have herctofore indicated the

reneral nature of the husiness that is likely | .. .
) . | o general proposition, subject to very rare
to come before the Encampment at the pres- | -

ent session, but there is one suhject the im-
portance of which merits special attention.
We refer to the attitude of the Grand Army

]ri

ampment, held in In-

towards much-necded neion lerislation,

At the last annual kEn

| dianapolis, & committee of fifteen was ap-

i-"lfnt-'-.l to take into consideration the entire
question of pensions, and asub-committee of
[ this general committes appeared before the

It is admitted that the Government owes
this sum aad must pay it some time, and |
in our opinion there are the strongest pos-
gibhle rcasons why il should be paid now
rather than at a lafer period. In the firsi

place national honer requires it.  This money

is a part of the debt which the Government

owes 10 the soldiers who

fought

and they are in sore need of it. The hond-

holderas are drawing interest on

which the Government owe

ot at all anxious to be paid, but our crip-
pled veterans have nothing to support them
bul the sacred promise of the Nation to
bind up rowonnd wrely if there i
& 2l ore than another to which the
rplt revenues ought to be develed it is
the fullillaent of that promise. In the

1 e SiATE S
e GO0 i" e sound

Llepresentative Cannon foraably said:

its hattles |

the debt .

s them, and are |

policy requires it. As |

e time to pay the debits of an individuoal
1 | JOL ar it i Liwg woney |
i I U 0 LINg I Laws, adtern
T ) H i I t LI
pel ! AN t upon the public deb
| inel : nking fund, urplu
I s I=al e (ERETL I 1R 18
i i e gurpl will zmount,
+ I's iircrcnls ol Ul
144 ' i 1 I't I
‘ lieeal 4 HER we ghall
Pl evVer! pendit \ L) FLH AT
f WVernm including v ision fo
king fand aud £100.000,000 for pensions,
u LEig peraticn ol tile present yevert
laws. we wil L bave at least SSO00. 000
remialuinge o be ."_I-]II'*|,' o the reduetion ol |
w puablic debt, and there ean be no donbt it
14 teer 1o use the money for the pay
nt of onr dobt arising from pensions
noat 18 te lhave it in the Treasury a
standing temptation to those who are secking
to promote sclicmes at the expense of the
Ciovernment and foster extravagant expendi-
tures, If this money is not used for these pay-
1 and the time of payment is unduly
(i d, not only will an injustice he done to
i b mers by the delay, but the time may
come when, from business sdversities of the
ple, the revennes may fall off and these

| 10
| debis still remain unpaid, and the aiternative
will be presented of either borrowing or in-

ittees of both Honses, during

13
1

I'ension Comm

the present ses

pose of presenting the
reeard to the lerislation most needed at the |
| present juneture. The members of this sub-

committee, which consisled of Comn
in-Chief George S. Merrill, of Massachusetts;
Past Commander-in-Chief Lewis Wagner, of
b Department Commander

I'ast

iment Commander Paul Brodie, of Wash-

Pennsylvania;

25 N ! |
5 LI

:':l‘['_zur \,‘ !)n‘.'

fon, and Medieal Director Azel Ames, of

i, urged, as 2 maiter of the first import-

uwle in the

inerease e 1y

1

approprialion for clerks for special pension

service in the Surgeon-General’s and Adju-

font-General’s Gllices, and that the working

. ¥ : ¥y . H 14 e TLLA
forve ot the Per i Burean ilgelf be practi-

cally doubled. They were given
il LI

port in favor of the proposed increase. Since

Ve '.'_-,‘ -
hearin:s, and Iater it was agreed to re-
been made to the House
We

commit-

then that report has
tuken.
A R

approval at the com-

and decisive action L.as been

suppose the action of the G.

tee will come up for
ing Encampment, and it secems to us that it
wonld affurd a fitling oepportunity for that
to

hearty endorsement of the prompt action by

hody put on record officially its

Congress in this matter. It is a guestion in
which every comrade is divectly or indirectly
interested, and €o far as our observation goes
the sentiment of the Order is unanimonsly
in favor of the bill as reported by the com-
mittee. Certainly the influence of the Grand
Army, if exerted at all, ought to he em-
ployed in behalf of the thousands of deserv-
ing soldiers whom the inability of the Pen-
sion Lureau to settle the claims on file has

depriving of the aid to which their sacrifices
entitle them.

e
One Bill That is A1l Right.

“The bill is all right,” said Mr. REobinson,
of Massachueetts, when the act to increase
the pension of a2ll PErsons now on {he rolls,
or hereafter put thereon, who lost an arm,
hand, leg, or foot, or suffered a disability
cqgual thereto, from §21, the present rate, to
40 per month, was called up by Mr. Cartin,

the old war Goveinor of Pennsylvania, in

the House on the Sth inst, and passed
without a dissenting voice. The bill is

indeed all right, for it does only hare justice
to a class of pensioners who have fared
hadly on the allowance—=6

mengre per

weelk—hitherto made them by the Govern-

ment they sacrificed so mueh to defend.
The beneficiaries nnder this hill are not

nereansed expense

the i

which it will entail is only a trifle compared

VETY numerous, and

with the sums of money which Congress has

voted for less worthy PUIposes, Put even

were it otherwize, the bill would deserve to
become a law, since it is based upon every

The

eonsideration of equity and justice.

(rovernment is bound, by every principle of

honor, to make good, so far as it can, the
lozges that were snstainad by our ex-coldiers
and sailors in its defense. It has expended
millions of dollars in indemnifying

the

many
loyal property-owners for confiseation
of their erops and eattle and the destrnetion
of their buildings during the war, yet these
losses are trivial in comparison with those
which our crippled veterans sustained on
the lield of batile, and if any obligation rests
on it to make a full return for the losses
incurred in one case a much greater ohliga-
To be sure it can

tion exists in the other.

never make a full return for the loss of a
leg or an arm; no one has ever succeeded in
less in Bat it

measnringe hiIl.'}I a money.

can, at least, make such a return as will
make the eripple secure against want during
his lifetinie, and that is the sort of return
which the bill in question provides for. Tt
may be said that $10 per month is a very
liberal allowance, but it is none too libersl,
considering that, as a rule, these pensioners
have families to support—other mouths to
The CGoy
the

bullet which erippled the soldier crippled

Toment
that the

feed as well as their own.
cannot afford to ignore fact
his family also, and that in many cases it
rendered the latter as helpless as if he had
died of his wounds.

Besides, observation shows that as years
ro hy the disahility of this class of pensioners
becomes more serious, and in many ecases
medical attendance—a eostly luxury—is
necessary. The stumps of amputated limbs
aften oceasion trouble, and it has frequently
that has resulted from

happened death

| was lorts

wounds ten, iifteen, and even twenty years
]

And who, let us ask,

remainder of his existence, wounld be willing

to lose a lez or an arm, a hand or a foot ?
No.

is all right, and we congratulate our readers

As Mr. Robinson observed, the bill

that it will become a law before the close of

the present session of Congress.
-
The Age of Military Genius,
The vigorous debate which went on in
the Senate last week over the compulsory
retirement clause in the army appropriation
Lill, brought up onece more the vexed ques-

ion as to the age at which an oflicer of the | ,. : i : ‘ :
o ‘ B e - ll | didate for the United States Senate in oppo- |

edo| .. . : . £
| sition to Senator Mitchell, but is more of a

army ceases to be fit to command.
not propose to discuss the matter in these
much too small

columns, which are

accommodate all the ponderous arguments
hurl at each other in the course of their

some inlerest to our readers to show what

the teaching of history is on this point.

Hunter, Grant,
Boseerans, F Burn Steele, C
Meade, Gilmore. Sherman, MePherson, Thom-
“"-'Ei.l'. fiu\'-':il'd, and T‘:-l-r:-!;l];
one. The average age of Haneock,
'-’I;_f'.'nil 1;, Siod TiINE, ."-«‘\‘kl'-'_ COrpsS eoln-
A5 al=o _“ L L TI.‘:H"A.

MeUlellan, D Pope,

1vtis
Ly

1
LT ';li"'

as, ~scofield,

Howard, S
manders at Getiysborg,

MePherson, and Sherman, corps commanders
at Viekshurgh, was under faorty.

“In the econfederate armies it was the
vounger officers who gave the greatest strength
to their canse. The average agze of Ewell,
Hill. and Longstreet, corps eommanders at
Gettvshure, was fortv-fonr. Stonewall Jack-

son, who in the first two years of its history
mparted to Army of Northern Virginia
its spirit of dash and daring, died at thirty-
e, the cavalry leader, won
fumme and died at thirty-one.”

the

Stnart, s

In other words, should war be declared to-
morraw, we should probably have to look to
our lieutenants rather than our gray-haired

generals for successfil commanders.

The
The nine members of the Tariff Commis-

-

Tariff¥ Commission.

sion have at last heen nominated by Presi-
dent Arthur, and it tnrns out that they are

3

all or nearly all Protectionists. Naturally

the Free Traders are greatly disgusted and
use very contemptuous langnage in speak-

It

better had

ingr of the character of the Commission.

would have suited them much

the President selected sug h I'.r.‘)l'ﬁ-ﬁ..qfq|||:\]

revenue reformers as David A. Wells, J. S.

Mcore (the *parsee”), or Edward Atkinson.

riage of merchandise, we are inclined to be-

Doubtless Mr. Arthur foresaw that some- |

bosly would have to he disappointed and
determined to make his choice without re-
gard to whom it would please or offend.
Had ke appointed five free traders and four
protectionists or five protectionists and four
Iree traders the same accusation of injustice
would have Been brought against him, so
that we do not see how he could possibly
have escaped censure under any circum-
stances; and, indeed, why should the work
of revising the tarifl' be entrusted to Free
Traders who are only interested in geiting
rid of the tarifl’ altogether?

The fact is, however, that the Commission
is composed of very good material and all
the leading industries of the country are
very equitably represented in its make-ap.
Its members, with the exception of Mr. Por-
ter, are not specialists, it i1s true, but they
are all familiar with the practical working
of the present tariff and will not be apt to
accept ingenious theories as facts. It must
not be forgotten that the Commission has
heen created with a view to taking the testi-
mony of others rather than for the purpose
of recording its own opinion, and that its

action is not in any way binding upon Con- |

Its political complexion therefore is
of small consequence, provided that the per-
sonal bias of the members does not prevent
them from giving an impartial hearing to

UTEsS,

both the supporters and opponents of pro-

tection, and the character of the Commis- |
| wark of the republie, and it would be an

sioners 18 in our opinion a satisfactory
guarantee that justice will be done.
Ex-Vice President Wheeler, the chairman

| of the Commission, who it is now said will
; - : : |
for a pension of forty dollars during the

not serve, is a gentleman of long and varied

experience in public affairs, and it was on |

| that account, doubtless, rather than be-

| facturers.

cause of any special knowledge eoncerning |

the industries of the country, that the Presi-
dent saw fit to place him at the head of
the body. Mr. Hayes is supposed to be the

special representative of the woolen manu-

posted concerning the state of this industry, |

and the Commission will benefit by his ex-

| perience. Mr. Oliver isone of Pennsylvania's

1o |

most distinguished citizens.

business man than a pelitician. Scarcely

any one could have been selected with a

) L - | more intimate acquaintance with the iron
which our dignified Senators are wont to |

interest than he possesses. Mr. Garland, of

. . _| Illinois, is identified with agricultural in-
intellectual encounters, but it may be of |

begin with, then, it may be laid down as |

exceptions, that all the great battles of the
world have been ‘won by men who were
either in the prime of life or had not yet
reached the climax of their physical powers.
Alexander the Great was siching for more
worlds to conquer before he was thirty years

old, and died at the age of thirty-two. Ju-

lins Ciesar was commander of the {leet betore |

Mitylene at twenty-two, had subjugated

| Great Britain at forty-five, and died the

sion of Congress, for the pur- |

views of the Orderin | " - ; .
| more conspicuous 1illustration of youthful

victor of ever five hundred battles at the

age of fifty-six. Haunnibal's ecareer is a still

prowess. At twenly-six e was commuugier-

, | in-chietl’” of the Carthagenian army in Spain,
mander- |

[ and at thirty-one he bad achieved all his

| were forty.

brilliant victories in Italy. Doth the elder

and younger Scipio Africanus won their

great trivmphs over Carthage before they
the rule still holds good.
period of ten years embiraces all of Charle-
magies mest fous campaigns, Crowned

King at twenty-six, he was master of France

and Germany at twenty-nine, conqueror of

Italy at thirty-two and of Spain at thirty-
S1X,
his army at twenty, at thirty had won the

founded in & wilderness the stately capital of

the new empire. Coming down tostill later
times, the career of Napoleon supplies us
with apother stariling illusiration of the

IHe was a general

military genius of youth.
of Lrigade at twenty-five, commander-in-
chief of the Italian army at twenty-six, and
had laid all Europe at his feet before he had
reached his fortieth year. It is equally re-
markable that the average age of the mar-

shols with whese aid all his great cam-

paigns were fought, was but forty-four,
while the Italian,

arinies were oflicered by old men.

Austrian, and German
Our
experience in the rebellion also showed the
value of young blood. A contributor to the
United Service Magazine is authority for the
following statement:

“The nverage age of twenty of our most
distinguished generals, nawmely, McDowell,

Coming down io later times ! . o S .
= N . | BO that the Commission, if not ]1r:lli;nu[}_‘;
I'hus the brief

terests, and is well known as the secretary

i | of several flourishing agricultural societies.
0 |

Mr. Ambler, of Ohio, is said to have heen
selected on account of his knowledge of the
wool-growing and iron and steel industries
of the West.

i$ also known to have declined to serve, was |

at one time Chairman of the Ways and
Means Comwmitiee of the House, but has not

lieve that letter postage could be safely
reduced to one penny. It is a well-estab-
lished- fact that on the mere carriage of
letters the Government now makes a con-
siderable profit, but the rates for second and
third class matter are so ill-proportioned to
the cost of the service that up to the present
time the general result has been an actual
loss. How this comes about will be readily
understood when we mention the fact that
merchandise, up to the limit of weight pre-
scribed by law, can be shipped by mail to
San Franeiseo from New Yark for less than
it can be forwarded by express from New
York to Chicago, so that the Government
gets as its share of business only such mat-
ter as cannot be transported at a profit by
Considered by itself

this faect would seem to afiord

the express companies,
a suffieient
reason for excinding merchandise from the
mails altogether, or raising the rate so as to
cover the actual ecost of the service, but it
must be remembered that to adopt either
course would be to place thousands of per-
gons at the merey of monopolies and deprive
mavy others living in localities remote from
railronds of all trunsportation facilities
It is doubtless the fear of such a

has

making any chan

whatever,

result that deterred Copgress from

ge in existing regnlations.

But the ohject of the postul service is not
to provide a source of revenue for the Gov-
ernment, but to secure to the pablic a cheap
and reliable means of communication bhe-
tween all parts of the country, and the
smaller the charge that is exacted for that
service the more available it must become,
of course, to all elasses of citizen=. so that on
the score of public policy the rates of postage
ought to be reduced as often as the revenues
of the Department reach the point where
the service becomes self~sustaining. As late
as 1525 the charge for letter postage was six
cents and the etfect of every reduction sinee
then has been to ultimately increase the
(zovernment’s receipts. It is reasonable,
therefore, to expeet that any deficit which
may result from the propesed farther redue-

' tion to two cents will seon be made good by

the larger use of the mails, which it will
naturally eause.

With regard to newspaper postage it is
worth considering whether the time has not
come to abolish it entirely in the case of all
As it
living in the county where the paper is
published are not required to pay postage,

hona-fide subscribers. 18, subseribers

{ and we see no reason why, for instance, the

subscribers to THE NATIONAL TRIBUNE
should mnot enjoy the same privilege. The
press is undoubtedly the greatest educator
of modern times, as well as the chief bul-

act of wisdom, it seems to us, to make its
circulation free throughout the length and
breadth of the land. The same considera-
tions which have brought about the redue-
tion of newspaper postage to the present

| low rates would warrant its abolishment

Ie is said to be thoroughly |

He was a can- |

altogether, provided it would not entail too
serions a deficit in the revenues of the
Post-Office Department. It is not likely
that Congress will take any positive action
in regard to this subject during the present
session, but there can be no question that
the public demand for a farther modifica-
tion of postal charges must be met in the

| near fature, and it becomes our Senators

and Representatives to prepare the way for
it by a ecareful and thorough consideration

| of all the interests involved in the question.

|

Mr. P’helps, of Missouri, who |

taken a prominent part lately in public |

aftairs. He is put down—with how much
reason we do not know—as a representative
Mr. Porter, of the District
Columbia, i3 too well known to need

Alt T’:l‘l‘\!_‘_-"!'l

of the farmers,
of
particular mention at our hands.
comparatively a yonng man, he has acquired

| the repmtation of being one of the ablest |

Peter the Great, of Russia, organized |

statisticians of his time, and his work

eonnection with the last censns has won the |

in |
[

highest praise abroad as well asathome. The |

two Southern members—Mr. Underwood, of
Alr.

represent respectively the cotton and sugar

Georgin, and

interests and bear an exeellent reputation,

constituted, promises at least to he a good

workine hody,

Ileduee the Postage,

Postmaster-General Howe
his Department will be self-supporting d

nr-

ing the coming fiscal year. This is a very

{ gratifying piece of intelligence, and Congress

great battle of Embach, and one ygar later | should

now consider the propriety of mak-

ing the reduction in letter and newspapor

postage, whieh the public have so Jong
demanded. A hill for that purpose was
introduced in the Senate on the 6th inst., by

sSenator Davis, of Wi

: st Virginia, and during
the desultory discassion which ensued over
the the fact

brought out that the Senate Committee on

question of reference, Was

Post-Offices and Post-Roads is favorably

It will
bhe urged aguinst it, of course, that the

disposed towards the proposition.

reduction of letter postage from three to two
cents will cause a heavy dimunition in the
revenues of the Department, but experience
thows that the ultimate eflect of every
reduction in postal charges has heen to in-
crease the business and hence the receipts
of the service. Indeed, were it not for the
costliness of the star routes and the loss
which the Department sustains in the car-

Kenner, of Lounisiana— |

! business will

estimates that |

least possible delay.
. I A

>

AS HARVEST TIME approaches, the prom-

ise of abundant crops grows brighter and
brighter, and we may look forward now with
confidence to a decided improvement in the
general business of the country early in the
antumn. During the last few months the
air has been thick with prophecies of an
impending finaneial panie, but as time goes
on and these sinister predictions are not ful-
filled the public are beginning to realize
that they were based on mere conjecture,
and are less and less inclined to credit them.
The truth is, that the causes which usually

produce a panic are absolutely wanting at
A great deal of money has un-

put

this time.

doubtedly been into new rallroads,
mines, and other speculative ventures, but
not to the same extent as in the period im-
mediately preceding the ecollapse of 1373
inflation of stoeks exists now

the

and no such

as characterized market then.
that

stirinkage of trade during the first half of the

money

[t is troe there has been a percepible

present year, but the decrease can be fully
accounted for by the falling off in the cotton
and cereal crops of the conntry. last year,
won for believinge that
healthy

and there is every rea

recover its tone as

soon 48 the farmers begin to realize on this

season’s harvests. It our merchants and

mannfacturers took frizht every time our

cronkers ¢ried “ papic” they would be in a

perpetual state of irepidation.

is at once the

TiE NATIONAL TERIBUNE
largest, handsomest, and most interesting

1

soldier’s paper published, and no ex-soldier

or sailor should be without it. Read what
your comrades say of it in our correspond-

ence columin,

= e e —

EVERY

modern improvement has heen in-
troduced 1n the Mailing Department of THE
NaTioNAL TrIBUNE in order to secure the
delivery ol the paper to subseribers with the
In this, as in other de-
partments of the paper, no expense has been
spared to secnre perfect mail faeilities, and
we have now the gratifying knowledge that
our arrangements in this respect are more
complete than those of any journal publish-
ed at the National Capital. Each copy of
the paper bears the name of the subseriber
plainly printed, and in order to aid as far ag
possible the Post-Office officials, the immense
mail of THE NATE0ONAL TRIBUNE is ¢lassi-
fied by States before leaving our publication
office. Any fhilure to deliver the paper
promptly must now rest with the Post-Office,
L]




